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Key Note Speaker

Jacob Mikalov

2012 Erkis Berliner 
Scholar Athlete

https://drive.google.com/fi
le/d/1yRu2R8aduvcFPTR5h
1SDoKdaMuf6Bn0D/view?t
s=5ec48f25

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1yRu2R8aduvcFPTR5h1SDoKdaMuf6Bn0D/view?ts=5ec48f25


The David and Irene Cole 
Essay Contest

Sponsored by Marylyn and Stuart Cole Fund of the Columbus Jewish Foundation

How I will perpetuate my Jewish knowledge and practice as a college freshman, and why”

David Benzaquen: Columbus Torah Academy
Shylee Delman: Columbus Torah Academy
Benzion Gisser: Columbus Torah Academy
Ruchama Haim: Columbus Torah Academy
Jordan Herman: Bexley High School
Gillian Herszage: Columbus Torah Academy
Jane Shevkin: Columbus Torah Academy

Cole Family Video:
https://drive.google.com/file/d/
1vvgyh3zxQfs4tDx5iZvkaTMrVCs
FzKqp/view

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1vvgyh3zxQfs4tDx5iZvkaTMrVCsFzKqp/view


Mazel Tov
2020 David and Irene Cole Essay 

Award Winners

1st Place

Ben Zion Gisser

2nd Place

Jane Shevkin

3rd Place

Gillian Herszage



DAVID AND JANET W. GOLDSMITH 
KAVOD GADOL TEEN LEADERSHIP AWARD

NOMINEES

Gillian Herszage: Columbus Torah Academy

Shylee Delman: Columbus Torah Academy

Leah Ryzenman: New Albany High School

Jordan Herman: Bexley High School

Adam Lippy: New Albany High School



Mazel Tov
2020 David and Janet W. Goldsmith

Kavod Gadol Teen Leadership Award Winners

Leah Ryzenman Jordan Herman



Don Erkis/Lou Berliner 
High School Jewish 

Scholar/Athlete Award 



Alexander Baker

Alex will be graduating as valedictorian from 
Gahanna Lincoln High School. He excelled 

academically and as an athlete. He played club 
and high school soccer all four years. During his 
senior year, Alex’s high school years were also 

spent working at Temple Beth Shalom and 
volunteering with the Wexner Service Corps. Alex 
enjoys spending time his dog and travelling with 
his family. He will be attending the University of 

Cincinnati



David Benzaquen

David is a 2020 graduate from Columbus 
Torah Academy. Throughout his high school 
career, he was a four-year varsity starter in 
soccer, basketball and baseball. He was the 
MVP and captain of his soccer team during 
his 11th and 12th grade seasons. Since his 
sophomore year David has been involved 
NCSY Chapter Board and won the NCSY 

Torah Growth and Mertorius Service 
Awards. David will be playing soccer at the 

Yeshiva University.



Allison Bernstein
As a soon to be graduate of Bexley High School, 

Allison has played on the Varsity Field Hockey team 
in grades 11-12 and the JV Field Hockey team in 

grades 9-11. She was voted co-captain of the Varsity 
team her senior year and co-captain of the JV team 
her junior year. She was selected to play in Ohio All 

Star Game her senior year. In addition to field 
hockey, Allison played softball all throughout her 
high school years. She is a member of the Cum 

Laude Society, Vice-President of the National Honor 
Society, Opinion Co-Editor of the Torch and Board 

Member of the Columbus Jewish Youth 
Foundation. She was a member of the Wexner 
Service Corps and interned at JewishColumbus.



Claire Bower

Claire Bower is a graduate of Grandview Heights High 
School. She has participated in many sports 

throughout the years including gymnastics, ice skating, 
and was on the swim and softball teams for her 

school. In softball, Claire earned All-League Honorable 
Mention twice and made 1st team All-League. In 

addition, she was a two-time team MVP and 
captain. She was a member of many clubs and 

volunteered at the Heart 2 Heart Food Pantry. Claire 
was on the National Honor Society and earned 

Academic All-League awards on softball and 
swimming. She will be attending Marietta College and 

will play softball for the school.



Ryan Butter

Ryan is a graduate of Gahanna Lincoln High School where 
he was a member of National Honor Society, the Student 

Athlete Leadership Group, and the DECA business 
program. Ryan was a member of the boy's soccer team for 

four years and served as the JV team captain during his 
junior season. During his senior year, Ryan overcame injury 

to be recognized by teammates as an example of 
leadership on and off the field. Ryan also played club 

soccer, was a member of BBYO, served as a student aide at 
Temple Beth Shalom, and participated in the Wexner 

Service Corps for two years. Ryan will be attending the 
University of Cincinnati Lindner School of Business.



Matthew Cammeyer

A graduate of Columbus Academy, 
Matthew was a member of the three-
time Division II Golf State Champion 

Team. He was a four-time Varsity letter 
earner, and a State Runner Up in Golf his 

senior year. Matthew also earned All 
Ohio First Team Recognition his junior 

and senior years. When not golfing, 
Matthew enjoyed his involvement with 

BBYO and Wexner Service Corps. 
Matthew will be attending Lafayette 

College in the fall, competing as a 
recruited athlete on the Division I golf 
team. He plans to study Engineering.



Daniel Davis

Daniel a graduate of Bexley High School, 
participated in a variety of activities during his 

high school career. He was on the school’s tennis 
team for four years and on the soccer and 

basketball team for a year. Daniel was highly 
active in BBYO and served as President for four 
terms. He also was a member of the Bob Ross 

Art Club and volunteered on the Wexner Service 
Corps, JCC J-Serve and CJYF. Daniel will be 

attending the University of Indiana.



Ben Zion Gisser

A student of Columbus Torah Academy, Ben Zion was 
a four-year captain of the school’s varsity baseball 

team. He also was a four-year varsity starter for his 
soccer team and played two years for the varsity 

basketball team. Ben Zion is a two-time recipient of 
the David and Irene Cole Physical Education 

Award. He also won Columbus Torah Academy’s Lion 
Award twice by being the player with the most heart 

and hustle. Ben Zion will be playing baseball at 
Yeshiva University.



Miles Goldman

A graduate of Bexley High School, Miles was a three-year 
varsity soccer player and started his last two years. During his 
senior year he was team captain, Defensive Player of the Year, 
and All League Honorable Mention. Miles also was a three-

year starter and captain his senior year for the ultimate 
frisbee team. He founded the school’s Model United Nation’s 

Club and received the Central Ohio Youth Philanthropy 
Award. Academically, he ranks first in his class and was a 

member of the Summa Cum Laude. He will be attending the 
University of Richmond



Jordan Herman

A graduate of Bexley High School, Jordan was a three-
year varsity bowler. He received Second Team All-

Conference from the Mid State League as well as the 
Most Improved Player. Jordan has been active in BBYO, 

a two-term president and received ten leadership 
awards. In addition, Jordan was a three-year captain 
of the school’s robotic team, representative for the 

AIPAC, senior leader with the Wexner Service 
Corp. Jordan will be attending the University of 

Cincinnati.



Zachary Herman

Zachary a graduate of Bexley High School was a 
three-year varsity bowler and a two-time honorable 

mention in the Mid State League. He was also 
participated two years on the school’s cross 

country team. Zach was very active in BBYO and was 
the treasurer for two years. He also volunteered on 
J-Serve and was a teen representative on the teen 

council for JewishColumbus. Zachary will be going to 
Ohio University.



Andrew Kauffman

A graduate of Bexley High School, Andrew was a four-
year varsity letter winner in lacrosse and played soccer 

since his freshman year making the varsity team his 
senior year. He excelled in school as a reporter and 

editor of his school’s student run newspaper, The 
Torch. In addition, Andrew was a member of the 

National Honor Society and volunteered for many 
school and community organizations. Andrew will be 

attending Tulane University.



Sam Lichten

A graduate of Columbus Academy, Sam was a 12-
season athlete during his high school career. He 

earned varsity letters in three different 
sports. Additionally, Sam earned Academic All 
Scholar Athlete in each of his high school sport 

seasons. Outside of school, he did a lot of volunteer 
work and was the Youth Ambassador for the National 

Psoriasis Foundation. He was a chair person for 
foundation’s 5k race and helped raise over $150,000 in 

the event’s eight-year span. In addition, Sam was 
an active participant in BBYO and a five-time board 

member and acted as a chair person for regional 
conventions. Sam will be attending the University of 

Maryland.



Adam Lippy

Adam will be a 2020 graduating senior of New Albany 
High School this May. During high school Adam was 
very involved in tennis. He was on the tennis team 
all four years and became a certified member of the 

US Professional Tennis Registry. He has been an 
active member of the Wexner Service Corps and has 
worked part time for the last two years. Adam has 
committed to the Kent State University School of 
Business and will be an assistant to the Golden 

Flashes Men’s basketball team.



Andrea Meyer

A graduate of Bexley High School, Andi was on the 
four-year varsity player for the field hockey team and 
earned team captain her senior year. Along with field 
hockey, Andi also played lacrosse all four years of high 
school. She earned League Honorable Mention and 

numerous scholar athlete awards for both 
sports. During the second semester of her sophomore 
year, Andi studied abroad in Madrid, Spain. She was a 

member of the National Honor Society, the Youth 
Philanthropy program, and the JewishColumbus Youth 
Foundation. Andi will be attending Tulane University in 

the fall.



Alexandria Parsons

Former boarding student at Baylor School, and a 
graduate of Columbus School for Girls. Alexandria 

committed herself to an Honors/AP curriculum all four 
years of high school. She participated in three sports 

throughout her high school career and competed 
at the varsity level in all of them: rowing, discuss (track 

and field), and swimming. Alexandria participated 
in three major rowing regattas. She was the Vice 

President of the Sustainability Club, President of the 
Political Discussion Club, and was a member of the 
Student Council. Alexandria will be continuing her 

rowing career at Eastern Michigan.



Micah Rubinstein

Micah a senior at Bexley High School, 
enjoyed playing golf and was a four-year 

letter winner for his school’s varsity 
team. He is currently working towards 

earning his private pilot license which is his 
first step in achieving his goal of becoming 
an airline pilot. Micah will attend The Ohio 

State University where he will earn a 
degree in Aviation. In addition, he is an 

active duty member of the Ohio Air 
National Guard.



Leah Ryzenman

A graduate of New Albany High School, Leah has 
competed as an artistic (synchronized) swimmer for 

eight years. From gold medals at regional 
competitions to making the podium at national and 

international competitions, Leah excelled as an athlete 
and teammate. She was elected as the Ohio Athlete 

Representative on the U.S. Artistic Swimming Executive 
Committee. Leah was a National Merit Finalist and 

National Hispanic Scholar. She volunteered at her local 
library and the Beyond the Chains Organization raising 
awareness about human trafficking. Leah will be going 

to Northwestern University.



Emma Segerman

A graduate of Bexley High School, Emma played golf for four 
years and softball for three years. In golf during 

her sophomore and junior seasons, Emma was named Most 
Improved Player of the team. In her junior year she was 

named to the 2nd Team All-League and helped her team to win 
the conference. As a senior, Emma was a co-captain for her 

team and placed third individually in the State Sectional 
Tournament. She was on the Executive Board for the Key Club 

and a member of the National Honor Society and Cum 
Laude. In addition, Emma served as Vice President and 

President on the USY Executive Board for the Central Region. 
She will be going to the University of Pennsylvania



Nolan Winston

A graduate of Bexley High School, Nolan has 
played on his tennis school team all four 

years. He made the Varsity team his 10th-
12th grade seasons. He was also a member of 
the soccer and swim team for a season during 

junior and senior years. In addition, 
Nolan participated in the Wexner Service 

Corps and will graduate with honors. He will 
be going to Miami University of Ohio to major 
in Biology and a minor in French. He plans to 
go on the pre-med track to become a plastic 

surgeon.



Benjamin Ziegler

A graduate of Bexley High School, Ben was a member of 
National Honors Society, Cum Laude Society, and a 

feature editor for school newspaper, The Torch. He served 
as a madrichim at Temple Israel and worked at the JCC as 

a lifeguard throughout high school. Ben is a four-year 
varsity soccer player at Bexley High School, where he led 

the team to consecutive district titles during his junior 
and senior seasons. Furthermore, he was twice named 
2nd team All-State and 1st Team All District. Ben helped 
lead the 2016 Columbus Maccabi soccer team to a gold 
medal. He will continue his academic and athletic career 

at Hamilton College in New York



MAZEL TOV
2020 Erkis/Berliner 

Scholar Athletes Emma Segerman

Matthew Cammeyer



Congratulations to the 
Class of 2020

THANK YOU 
FAMILIES, PARENTS, AND 

COMMUNITY MEMBERS FOR THE 
SUPPORT OF THESE TEENS


